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Mr. Rodger Thommpson
Deputy Chicf, Forest Practices
Californis Department of Forestry and Pire Protection
135 Ridgway Avenuc

Santa Rosa, Califormia 95401
Dear Mr. Thorwpson:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMF3) bas initisted discrationary review of California
Statr timber harvest plans (THP) with an cenphasis on Endangered Specics Act (ESA) histed coho
salmon populations. The THP 1-99-361 MEN occurs within an impogtant Mendocino county
watershed, Salmon Creck, nsed by the Central California Coast cobo salmon (Oncorfynchus
ksutch) Evolutionarily Significant Unit (ESU) listed under the federal ESA on October 31, 1996,
Coho salmion are knowa to ocenr in both Saltoon Creek and the tributary associaed with this
THP, Hazel Creek. The coho salmon population is small in this watershed and it is one of the
few remaining in this ESU. Northem California ESU Steelhesd (Oncorkhynchus mykiss) axe also
known 1o be present and is a Federsd ESA eandidate species.

On November 19, 1999 the NMFPS conducted a ficld review to better evalunts potemtial adverse
effects of operations proposed under THP 1-99-361 MEN on cobo salmon and their-hakitat.
Representatives from The Timber Company, California Department of Forestry (CIDF) and -
NMFS were present. Druc 10 rain, vehicle travel on the varocked roads wes not advisable and we
were unable to visit the bulkc of the THP area along and near Hazel Croek, Hence, we observed
the north noxthwest areas within, and adjacant to, THP boundaries including the conflaence of
Huazel Creck and Salmon Creek, OF most conoem during the field visit was a high road density
infrastracture that sppears to be, especially along the unrocked pordons, in relatively poor
condition. NMFS is further concerned with the gpparext lack of instream complexity, includiog
wood strocture, aod bigh fine sediment load. Sediment is a significant concern relative to
opexations within this watershed.,

Based on our field observations, data provided in the THP and infoxmation provided by CDF, tha
following ooncesns ers eppliceble to the smtive THP area. The NMFS bas concluded thet the.
THD, if implemented as proposed, would likely result in significant impairment of cssential
behsaviorl patterns (8.2, breed, ford, or shelter) of salmon as defined by ths *Harm” rule
[Federnl Rogister Vol. 64 No. 215 November 8, 1999, p.6072] due to habitat modification and
continued degradution of the instream snd dparien environment, The following bascline
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conditions in the THP macmnﬁizxcdwiﬁ}ﬁ:e proposed THP activities will create circuznstances
which are likely 1o confribute to harat as deseribed above:

High density of rosds and skid tmils

Exiensive unrocked road system

Inadequate waterbar spacing on roads

[mproper surnmer dist abatement Jeading 10 loose road sail

High erosion hazard rating for many arcas

High levels of ingtreem fine sediment

Lack of instream woody debris

Lack of recruitablo lm‘gcwwdydtbmmssahngﬁmnpmmminsmm
Significant cobo selmon population

Proposed Adijvifiee -

Incyeases in road and skid trail density

Lack of adequate road rocking in and/er nsar the watercourses

"Winter operstions to include cable yarding, timber falling and mechanical site prx:pamnon
Inadequate soil stabilization of bare soil in water and laks protection zoncs
Anticipated post harvest baeal area of 75 agume feet

Large tree removal in the water and Jeke protestion zones

Tractor operations and/or dighubances within all water and lake protection zones

The mitigations in the THP ere insufficient to avoid harm as doscribed nbove. Therefora, until
the issues discnssed above are adequately addressed, NMFES recommends that CDF pot approve
this THP. If you have agy questions please feel fice to call me at 707-575-6059.

Patrick J, Rutten
Northem Califormin Supervisor
Protected Resowces Division
s, Rod Maolnais, NMFS

Jun Lecky, NMES

Joe Blum, NM¥FS

Ron Monk, The Timber

Bry:n Bunter, COFG

Lea Michlin, NCRWQCB
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