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Mr. Richard Wilson, Qirector

California Deperiment of Forestry and Flre Protection
1418 Ninth Streat

Sacramento, California 85814

Dear pr, WiHson:

 way recently advised by my siaff In Santa Rosa that the Depariment of Fish and
Garme (CDFG), and the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
(NCRWQCE) filed Isttars of non-concurrence on Timber larvest Plan (THP) #1.97.348
MEN, and Nonindustrial Timber Management Plan #1-97NTMP-0Z3 MEN, The
NCRWQLE has also filed a letter of nonconcurrence on THP $#1-87-380 MEN. Baszed
on our review of both Preharvest inspedion Reports {(PHI), and the isilers of
nonconcurrency, 1 agree that the approvel of these plans may adversely impact soho
salmon and stesthead within these watersheds.

Over the last year, in discussions with the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Prolaction (CDF) and industry, we have ropeatedly been told that the Califormia Forest
Practice Rules (FPR), and the THP review process are fully adequaie to protedt
salmonids, The felters of nopconcurrence do not suppart this position, The mitigation
and higher protective thresholds proposed by CDFQO and the NCRWQCB are allowed
for in Arficle 6, Walar Course and Lake Prolection, Rules 916.2, 836.2, 958.2. NMrS

concurs with this interpretation and that {his level of pretection ls within the scops of tho
FPRs,

in all three plans whese CDI'G and the NCRWQGCE did not concuy with COF, the
proposed miligations were justified given the concems with roads and sadiment’
transport, lack of large wouod recruitment, water termnperature, and the establishment of
adequately sized Waler Lake Protection Zone end Equipment § imitalion Zones. NMF3
supports both CDFG and tha NCRWQCB In thelr assessment that THPs must fully
sddress and consider the cumulative impacts of timber harvest on sslmonids. NMFS$
befieves that the scleniific literature indicates thet the habitat requirements of coho

salmon and stecthead in most watersheds s net being met through the application of
the FPRs,
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YWe snvourage GDF o devolop o watershsed analysis process with COFG and tha
NCRWESE that resulls in THPs boeing approved based on an analvsis of habitat
conditions end dentificatian of bening tectors, Mitigaton applied (o devwsiop proper
fuhctionig woinreheds would be szqwﬁmnﬁy mors maaningful with that iovel of
anmlysis.

Until o walershed anulysis process is developed, recommendations made by tie PHI
Heview Team on o sils xpeciic basis should bo fully considerad. The plans rentiohed
above need t ba rpovaluated In terns of the application of the FPRs. Wa alsa
recamynandg thet on other THPx, whare impalrod aquotio habltat or water quatity
conditions for $almonids are ldeniifled, thaz mitigation proposed by CIFG or me
NCRWQOCH he ampwd

Pinase contact me at (8682) 9804001 if you would ke 1o discuxg this furlber by ;piwm
er & @rrange 3 meeting. .

Sincedy,

& Y i

Witiam T. Hogauth, Ph.D.
Acting Regonsl Adiinistrelor :

e Walt Peitit, Blato Watar Resources Control Board
Jacguehne Schater, Californus Department of Fish and Game




